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R. CURTIS spent the day of Tuesday, March 12th, in the Boston Office.

It was a good day. He dictated letters having to do with his special

concerns of recent months—the library for the Harriot Curtis Collegiate at

St. Anthony, the possible reorganization and reju’ of the Handi-
crafts department.

He finished a morning of work and thought, and relaxed, over a piece of
pie and coffee, with an evident feeling of having done all he could do for the

on the probl and projects. He inisced about “old days”
on the Coast—what “fun” they were along with all the hard work—and
observed that he was glad to have been connected with the Mission then
even though his annual salary was the princely sum of $500 a year.

Mr. Nordbeck, president of New England Grenfell Association came in
for a conference late in the afternoon and then Dr. Curtis went to the apart-
ment of his friend, Dr. Leonard Nathan, to spend the night, as he had done
numerous times before. He and Dr. Nathan had dinner in and talked during
the snowy-rainy evening.

During the night Dr. Nathan realized that Dr. Curtis was up, and ill, and
insisted on calling in a doctor. While the doctor was there Dr. Curtis sud-
denly became unconscious, and died soon afterwards. He was taken to the
Massachusetts General Hospital by ambulance.

We in the Boston Office who knew Dr. Curtis well, day by day, feel that
this was a triumphant exit for him from earthly life—while he was vigorous,
influential and so thoroughly and uniquely himself. This was the kind of
exit which Dr. Curtis himself earnestly desired.

SHIRLEY S. SMITH Dororay E. SiLva Linpy Soris
The staff of the Boston Office

AN

The July issue of Among the Deep Sea Fishers will be in memory of Dr.
Curtis.
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This s the 5th consecutive year of Dr. Faye's invaluable ophthalmological trips to St.
Anthony Hospital.

Yowtiere Else in Hewfoundland

“‘My trip this winter was certainly the most strenuous one to date as the statistics
will show In 15 worhng duys I dld 657 rr/raclmns 6 cataracts; 16 muscles; 1 corneal
;29 ous plastic and lid operations. I gave out

almost 500 prescnptxons, mcludmg the ‘hospital glnsus.

“‘Special mention should be made of the help given to me by Miss Dorothy Mayne,
who was most efficient in the operating room and clinic, working twelve to fifteen
hours a day. Also, Miss Hull and Miss Nichols were most helpful.

“‘Because of the warm weather and good road conditions, people from the west
coast were able to come, and by snowmobile, bus and plane as well as on foot,
they came in large numbers—amere couple of weeks can hardly cover the vast
amount of work there is to do.”

L

Italics in the above concise statement of a tremendous accomplishment were put
there by the Grenfell Association, to point out with emphasis a major service done by
Dr. Eleanor E. Faye to the people of Newfoundland and Labrador through the Gren-
fell Association. Dr. Faye has for several years left her busy practice in New York and
her work as a member of the staff of the Manhattan Eye and Ear Infirmary, at con-
siderable expense to herself, undertaken the rigors of winter travel and then put in
tremendously long days of work requiring the exercise of constant delicate judgment,
extreme manual dexterity and physical stamina—with no reward but her sense of
constructive human service.

Where else in Newfoundland could 650 people be refracted in one day?

L=
Robert B. Salter, M.D., M.S., F.R.C.S., one of the most eminent young orthopaedic
surgeons of Canada, is in constant demand in the United States and Europe as well
as in Canada tolecture to surgical societies on new methods for treating orthopaedic
conditions in children. He is a graduate of the University of Toronto and has had ex-
tensive training in England. He spent two summers in St. Anthony as medical student,
assistant and a winter there as an Associate Medical Officer. In recent years he has
visited St. Anthony twice to advise in orthopaedic surgery and has given to the chil-
dren of St. Anthony and the whole surrounding distriet the most expert advice and
help in orthopaedic conditions difficult to treat.
=
On February 25th, 1963 Dr. Thomas performed at St. Anthony Hospital the first
heart operation under hypothermia ever undertaken in Newfoundland.

S8

The Grenfell Association is proud of such di to its 11
regular medical staff. From the earliest days of the Grenfall Mission the people of
northern Newfoundland and Labrador have had access through the Grenfell Mission
to the most emi ialists of several ies. Dr. Faye and Dr. Warren Haley
are notable successors to Dr. Andrews and Dr. Phinney and all of them have given the
people the most expert ophthalmological advice which could be given in any country.
Dr. Salter is another in the tradition of Dr. Russell MacAusland, Dr. Rugh, Dr. Krida,
Dr. Goldthwait.

These are but a few of the di b the I ional
Grenfell Association has brought over the years to the people oi this coast.

Cuarves S. Curris, Chairman of the Board of Directors, International Grenfell Association




9¢ Stonld Be Told

The Grenfell Mission’s Work for Education
Part I
CHARLES 8. CURTIS, C.B.E., M.D., FA.CS.
Chairman of the Board of Directors, International Grenfell Association

One of the objects of the International
Grenfell Association as set forth in its
charter: “To ulal:hsh and oomiud schools
and ed :f
kind and to employ and pension teachers
and instructors for the same.”

@

The Grenfell Mission and many of its
staff members individually have been
deeply concerned for the children of
Labrador and northern Newfoundland
and for their education, since the very
early days of Dr. Grenfell's missionary
efforts. At that time the only education in
Newfoundland was in small schools
maintained by the several religious de-
nominations in some of the seattered,
isolated villages of northern Newfound-
land and the Labrador coast.

The Grenfell quarterly magazine started
publication in 1903, and in that first year
an article entitled “Among the Children”
stated that “Dr. Grenfell, with his co-
workers in Labrador, has been able
through the years not only to ‘heal the
sick’ and ‘preach the word," but also to
show the practieal application of Christian
truth and love when the breadwinner of
the family has been suddenly removed. . .
When parents die the unhappy orphans
might starve, were it not for the kindly,
prompt sympathy of other families well-
nigh as poor and hard-pressed as the
bereaved. It is just here that the Mission
has been able to exert a most beneficent
influence. Families have been found in
more favoured parts of the world willing
to adopt the poor little orphans.” There
followed a touching letter from Skipper
Farman, Master of the Mission Hospital
SS Queen Alexandra with the Red Cross

Armin 1963

Fleet, at sea off the Dogger Bank, North
Sea, thanking Dr. Grenfell for the “little
lump of love” he and his wife had been
allowed to keep.

Dr. Grenfell explained that the little
one had been deserted by her mother and
was fatherless, and “I steamed away with
the little girl. I had her six months in St.
John's, after a year in Battle Hospital. I
could not get any one to take her across
till the Moravian ship Harmony turned
up. It is no little cost, as a rule, getting
our orphans about. There are many more
expenses than one might imagine. But
what a privilege it is. Who can gainsay
work for His children?”

Some of the sad little children whom
Dr. Grenfell couldn’t resist were so
physically handicapped that few people
would care to assume the responsibility
for their care. “Kirkina" was such a one.
Gangrenous feet amputated after severe
frostbite, she was enabled to walk by Dr.
John McPherson, of the Mission staff
and when the McPhersons left Labrador,
they undertook to provide for her.

@l

Adoption was the early means of help-
ing, but of course not all needy children
of the coast were adoptable, and it was
way back in 1905 that Mrs. Simpson, wife
of Dr. George H. Simpson, medical officer
in charge of the hospital at Indian Har-
bour from 1903 to 1909, wrote, “I am sure
you will be very much interested in our
orphanage and more so in the three
children we had with us last winter as its
first installment. The training of children
is most delicate work, touching as it does
the unformed characters of our men and
women of the future, but it is very in-
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