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INTRODUCTION

As the discipline of folklore slowly comes of age in Canada and
the number of young folklorists increases, the need for students to
communicate with each other will become greater. Up till now, there
were few outlets for student publications, or folklore publications of
any sort, with the Canadian Folk Music Journal, edited by Edith Fowke,
being the only nation-wide folklore journal. This journal has often
been a medium for student publications, but it covers only one genre of
the discipline, and those students who wish to write about other areas
of folklore have been either forced to publish outside the country or
to find space in some journal in another field.

The main aim of Culture & Tradition is to increase communication
among students of folklore in Canada. A secondary aim is to give students
some experience in editing and publishing a scholarly journal. To this
end, the editorial board will continue to be composed of students en-
rolled in folklore programmes in Canada. The reader will note that the
editorial board contains both Memorial and Laval folklore students and
that the journal reflects the different scholarly approaches of these
two groups.

The term "folklore" will be used in its broadest sense in determing
the suitability of articles for this journal. Although this first issue
of Culture & Tradition is composed mainly of descriptive studies, we will
also welcome articles of a more theoretical nature for future issues.

The first issue of Culture & Tradition contains studies of various
minority groups, such as the Acadians of Prince Edward Island, the French
of Newfoundland, and the Irish of Québec, as well as the dominant cultures
of Québec and Newfoundland. Hopefully, future issues will include articles
on cultures from other parts of Canada. The theoretical approaches in this
issue are varied, from historic-geographic to functionalist, and the edit-
ors intend to maintain their neutral theoretical stance in future issues.
As an indication of the wide-ranging approach to folklore that the editors
wish to take, this issue contains studies of such varied genres as games,
narratives, onomastics, customs, material culture, and popular culture.
Although the contributors to this first issue are all undergraduate and
graduate students, we welcome contributions from any interested scholar.

The editors wish to thank the Folklore Students Association of
Memorial University and Dean Douglas Eaton and the Office of Student
Affairs and Services for supplying the funds for this first issuye. The
Association des Etudiants en Arts et Traditions Populaires of Université
Laval is also to be thanked for their enthusiastic support and assistance.
Lastly, without the expertise of Mr. Robert Quigley and the Duplicating
Centre of Memorial University, this journal would still be nothing more
than a sheaf of manuscripts.

Michael Taft
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