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four thousand crownes with them in the like commodities.I He 
gave me further to understand that he sawe great quantities of 
buff hides which they brought home and sent into the Lowe 
Countrys to sell. AI which commodities with diverse other of 
noe lesse value are brought out of the most northerly partes of 
those countreys whereunto our voyage of inhabiting is intended.z 

And nowe because I knowe that this present enterprise is like 
soone to waxe colde and fall to the ground unlesse in this second 
voyage3 al diligence in serching out everie hope of gayne be used, 
And calling to mynd that your honor made a motion heretofore 
unto me, whether I could be contented to goe myselfe in the 
action, these are to put your honor out of doubte that for myne 
parte I am most willinge to goe now in the same this present 
setting forth and in the service of God and my country to employ 
al my simple observations readinges and conference whatsoever. 
For obtaining leave of my L. Ambassador heere to departe I 
doubte not but to find meanes of myselfe, seeing he may have 
inough to supply my roome. 

For leave of my colledg and entertaynment in this voyage I wil 
wholy referre yt unto your honor, who wish mee so well as you 
wil not see my poore estate impared. Because the tyme is ex
ceeding shorte 4 I wold desire your honors present answere, 
uppon sight whereof with wings of Pegasus I wold soone fly 
into England. 

I have talked twise with Don Antonio of Portugal5 and with 
five or sixe of his best captaynes and pilotes, one of whom was 
borne in Easte India. They al wish al prosperitie to Her 
Majestie and yourselfe, and say that if the Queene of England 

-will joyne with their Master, whose strength by sea they com
mende unto the skyes, that they know how the King of Spayne, 
our mortal enemy, might easily be met withal, and she much 
enriched. The number of Portingalls which hange uppon the 

x The years referred to are I582, I583, but the Basques and Breton men 
had probably established a fur trade with the Indians of the St Lawrence at a 
much earlier date, as a natural corollary to the fisheries. 

z Norumbega, the modem New England. 
3 Under Gilberes original patent. 
4 It would be necessary for the expedition to get away in April, in order to 

' take possession' before the patent expired in June. 
5 The Pretender. 
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poore King are about an hundred or sixe score. Divers of them 
are lately come unto him, among whom are one or two are come 
out of the East India overlande by Tripoly in Siria. They have a 
voyage in hand with five or sixe sayle of ships, which are in 
preparing at Newe Haven1 for the coste of Guinea and the castle 
of Mina, wherein most of the Portingals aforesayd are to be 
employed, being joyned in company with the french. They set 
forward as I heare within this monthe. 

One Sinior Andreas borne in Savoy is nowe heare in Paris, 
which hath bin lately in the island of Japan, with whom by 
meanes of Mr. Doctor Pena,z I shal have conference within a 
day or twoe. Diverse other intelligences tending toward the 
furtherance of our western planting and discoverie I looke for 
from sundrie places very shortly. In the meane season with my 
humble dutie to your honor and to your worthie and honorable 
sonne in lawe,3 I cease for the present and beseech the Almightie 
to hold you bothe in safe garde. 

It was told me by Perosse of whom I spoke before, and by 
Andrewe Thevet the Kinges cosmographer, that Duke Joyeuse, 
Admiral of France, and the Cardinal of Burbon and their 
frendes, have had a meaning to send out certayne ships to in
habite some place for the north part of America,4 and to carry 
thither many friers and other religiouse persons, but I thinke 
they be not in haste to do yt. 

Paris, from my Lord Ambassadours house, the vij of Januarie 
1584. 

I Havre. 

Your honors most humble to command 
Richard Hakluyt 

Preacher 

z With Lobel, the author of Stirpium Adversaria Nova, published in 
England in I57I. See supra, p. 45· 

3 Christopher Carlisle. 
4 For the French projects and voyages of this period, see infra, pp. 227, 

278. 
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LETTER FROM RICHARD HAKLUYT TO 

SIR F. WALSINGHAM, 1584 

Right Honorable, 

The famouse disputations in al partes of the mathematikes 
which at this present are held in Paris, for the gayning of the 
lecture which was erected by the worthy scholer Petrus Ramus, 
to the great increase of those excellent sciences, put me in mynd 
to solicite your honour agayne and agayne for the erection of that 
lecture of the arte of navigation whereof I have had some speech 
with your honor, Sir Francis Drake and Alderman Barnes and 
other. 1 And that you might meet withal inconveniences which 
might frustrate the expected profit which is hoped for by the 
erection of the same, I send your honour here the testament of 
Petrus Ramus, newly put out agayne in printe, and sent unto me 
by Monseer Bergeron, Ramus his executor; whereby you may 
see first the exceeding sheale 2 the man had to benefit his country 
in bestowing 500 livers, which (as your honour knoweth) is 
fiftie pounds sterling, uppon establishing of that lecture, be
quething not halfe as much to al the kindred and frendes he had 
in the world. Secondly you may note that he being one of the 
most famouse clerkes of Europe, thought those sciences next 
after divinitie to be most necessarie for the commonwelth, in 
that he erected a new lecture of the same, whereas there was one 
before erected and endowed with fiftie pounds stipend by the 
kings of France. Thirdly that most provident order which the 
good man by his will hath taken is most requisite to be put in 
execution in England : which is that everie three yeeres, there 
shalbe publicke disputations signified to al men by publicke 
writing, wherein yt shalbe free for any man for three monethes 
space to dispute agaynst the reader for the tyme being, who yf he 
be found negligent, or yf any one of the competitors be found 

:r Cf. supra, p. I 8o. 
z Zeal. Nicholas Bergeron edited Commendatio Professionis Mathematicae 

a P. Ramo institutae, I58o. 
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more worthy by the opinion of certayne indifferent men of 
lerninge chosen out of the purpose to be judges, that then the 
unworthie shall give place to the more sufficient; who soe being 
placed is bound in three yeeres space to read through the course 
of the mathematikes. 

Yf by your honours instigation her Majestie might be en
duced to erecte such a lecture in Oxford, and the like for the 
arte of navigation might by some other meanes be established at 
London, allowing to ech of them fiftie poundes yearly with the 
same conditions, in my simple judgement yt wold be the best 
hundred pounds that was bestowed this five hundred yeares in 
England. For yt is not unknowne unto your wisdome, how 
necessarie for the service of warres arithmeticke and geometrie 
are, and for our new discoveries and longer voyages by sea the 
arte of navigation is, which is compounded of many partes of the 
aforesayd sciences. 

U nderstandinge hearetofore of your honours greate abundance 
of business, and your dangerouse sicknes, I thought it not meet 
to trouble your honour with such thinges as I had carefully 
sought out here in France concerning the furtherance of the 
westerne discoveries but chose rather to imparte the same with 
Mr. Carlile, which thing I also did. But being lately advertised 
of your recovery (for which I humblie thank almightie God) I 
was bold to signifie unto your honour my dealing with Horatio 
Palvasini1 to become an adventurer in those westerne voyages, 
and among other talke, alleaged your good disposition to the 
same, which he hearing of replyed very chearfully that yf he 
were moved thereunto by the least word from your honour, 
he would put in his hundred pound adventure or more. If 
Mr. Carlile be gone, yet yt might come in good time to serve 
Mr.Frobishers turne, 2 yf your wisdome shold like wei of yt, seeing 
he setteth not forth as I understand, until the beginning of May. 

I understand that the papistes give out secretly in the towne 
that there shall shortly come forth a confutation of the defence 
of the execution of justice in England, which was set forth in 

x The Genoese banker. The French colonial plans also commanded Italian 
financial support. 

z Hakluyt still believed that Carlisle would take up Gilbert's mission. No 
voyage by Frobisher is recorded for this year. 



210 DOCUMENT 45 

English and French in London. When yt cometh forth I trust to 
have it with the first. 

There is good hope that the minister and those that were 
taken lately with him· in Paris by the abbot of St. Geneveva shal 
verie shortly be set at libertie: for the King secretly seemeth to 
favour them, and they have very discreetly answered for them
selves that they were not at any communion or sermon, but that 
they mett together to consult whether to go out of Paris to some 
place lawful by edicte. A frend of mine told mee he herd a 
frier inveigh very exceeding bitterly agaynst them in a sermon 
before a great congregation of people. 

Wee have heard by diverse letters from Geneva that besides 
the earthquake which was there about the end of Februarie, 1 

which untyled many houses and overthrewe many chymnies in 
the towne, there is besides a whole village in the contreye of 
Valleye 4 swallowed up, being foure dayes journey of Geneva. 
Those that favour the Spanish here in the towne have spred al 
abroade these two or three dayes that Monsur is dead, which is 
nothing soe.3 

Thus leving other matters and advertisements of importance 
to them unto whom they appertayne, with remembrance of the 
continuance of my humble dutie to your honor, and your worthy 
and virtuouse sonne in lawe I leve you to the merciful protection 
of the Almightie. Paris the first of April I 5 84. 

Don Antonio his captaynes of his fleet are not yet departed 
from Paris, but look every day to depart. 

Your honours most humble 

Richard Hakluyt 

:r The earthquake near Geneva occurred on March I. 

z Valais. 
3 The Due d'Anjou. His life was already despaired of, and he died of 

consumption early in June, leaving the French throne without a direct heir. 
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