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Among the historical relic!' or liM Placentia . the ancient Fr ench
Capital of Xewfoundland, is prese rved 8 painti ng of the Royal Ann ll
of England of the reign of George II I. It wall fonnerly kept in the old
AnglicAn Church then', but is At present in the custody of J ohn Brad­
shaw, Esq. The engrs\'ing shown above ( fig'. 1) ill (rom a photograph
by the Rijrht Revd . MOlll'i;"T1lor Reardon, the accomplis hed parish priest
of Placent ia.

T here ill al110 preserved at the t'ourt House of Pla cent ia an old
haililt' ll f'tatT. lx-aring the date of 17':'2, ,"iz. : the 12th of George III.
( Fig. 2.)
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This fltaff also bears a coat of Arms. now almost oblite rated, show­
ing the same achievement, with a slight differenee, which shall be noticed
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by-and-by. This coat of Arme is inscribed in an oval, surrounded, u
usual, by the Garter . (Fig. 3.)

There is also on the staff a scroll bearing the word .. Plac~ntia,"
which shows that it was especially made for this place. and, finally, the
date 1772. (Fig. 4.)

In
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A RllII!'I OF BAlun"1I STAn°,
PLACE:<o:TlA.-FIO.3.

:;CROLL u s BAIUFF'8 STArr ,

I·LACE~'TLI. ,-FIQ. 4.

Many people think that the Art of Heraldry is only an antiquated
fancy, not far removed from puerile folly, and that in these prosaic
centuries a study of those absurd medieval figures would be a sheer
waste of time. Such, however, is not rC811~- the case. Although it must
be admitted that in the X\'. and Xv l . centuries thi s art, like man)'
others, became very much degenerated, Jet it cannot be denied that
Heraldry has played no important part, and exercised a powerful in­
fluence in moulding the history of the world. It has also been of in­
calculable benefit in creating find fostering a taste for the fine arts; the
fantastic form!' or armorial bearings and devices lending themselves
admirab ly to artistic decoration. No one can pretend to any degree of
perfection in Art. Sculpture, Architecture • •\rcha~Jog'Y or Literature,
without, at least, an elementary knowledge or the curious conceits and
technical terminology of this quaint branc h of science. In deed it is
almost impossible to read with a true understanding and appreciation,
not only the higher class of romance and literature. such, for instance,
as the works of Scott. but even History itself can be but half understood
without the aid of Heraldry. In fact Heraldry may becalled "History in
pictures ." The explanation which 1 am about to give of these old Arms
at Placentia will show that not only the whole History of England, but
also a yery considerable portion of that of Europe is writte n upon tha t
small piece of painting"
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Again Heraldry has its utilitarian side. It serves to distinguish
family alliances and descents, often of great legal importance in settling
questions of heredity, property, etc.

It is useful in the fonnation and organization of guilds and cor­
porations: in the invention of trade-marks of business firms : in the
designs of 'National Banners, and Royal Standards, which become the
recognized symbols of raclal Icyalty and national fealty, which call forth
in their defence the highest sentiments and noblest feats of patriotism
and heroic bravery.

Although it has become the custom in modern times and in new
countries, like our neighbours in the United States of America, to despise
88 unworthy of serious thought. the childish heraldry of medieval
Europe, yet it would seem that a symbolism of some sort is a necessity
of human intercommunication, and those very people who reject with
From the ingenious and well-devised designs of ancient heraldry, have
found it necessary to adopt for themselves a spurious and mongrel
imitation of the truly poetic and romantic imagery' of the middle ages.
This craving, which seems inherent in the human heart, shows itself
cropping out in such tinsel and tawdry hybrids as "The Knights of
J.abour," "The Knights of Pythias," "The Foresters," etc.

H may probably surprise some of the sons of the great modern
Republic to learn that their very national flag-c-their "Old Glory,"-of
which they are so ju!'t1y proud, is not. a!' they may have thought a spick
span new American invention or conception, but a survival and adapta­
tion of old English heraldry. The stars and stripes were originally the
arms or heraldic bearings of the family of Washington I

The first quarter of the coat of the Hoyal Ar-ms of Great Britain
(,f the present day (fig. 5) is not, as can be noticed by a comparison with
figures I , 3, or 18, the same as that on the Placentia coat.

ROYAL AB~S AT PRESE:-''T DAY.-FIG• .s.

The shield on the present Royal Arms is divided, as it is expressed,
« quarterly." The first and fourth quarter contain the Arms of England
only; the second quarter those of Scotland; and the third those of
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Ireland. On the painting at Placentia the first quarter is subdivided
.. per pale," that is to sey, b) ' a line drawn perpendicularly through the
middle of it, and on the dexter side (the left hand as we look at it)
are inscribed the Anna of England: on the sinister (the right as 90e

look at it) those of Scotland. See figures I , 3 or 18.) The reason for
this change will be explained immediately.

Th~ Arm", of England

are blazoned, or described in heraldic language, as follows:-
Gules, three lions passant guardant Or: in pale. For the benefit

of the uninitiated, this may be explained thus :-00 a red ground there
are three lions in gold or yellow colour passing or walking towards the
left hand, and looking full fare at the beholder. These lions are placed
one above the other in the centre line of the shield.

Among the symbols or emblems used in heraldry the lion was a
rery popular and much used one, being the representative of strength
and courage. There ill. a roll of Arms drawn up in the reign of Henry
II I. , between 1243 and 12413, containi ng the blazons of 218 coats of
Anna. and no If'!'!' than forty of them exhibit the lion in one form or
another.

The lions on the English Arms were those of Normandy, and are
supposed to have been brought over by William the Conqueror; but they
were originally only two aud they were not lions but leopards, or, all
the Fr ench called them, lionceaux. T he first reliable mention we find
of them in connection with E nglish H istory is in a description given bv
the Monk of Marmoutiera of the enrollment of Geoffry, Count of Anjou,
the father of Henry H., Plentagenet, into the order of Chivalry. His

-shield is described &11 having" leunculOl oureos imoginariol "-" imagin­
ary little lions (or leopards ) of gold." These animals, like the griffins,
are partly fabulous. 'TIley are called leones lcopardes. 'They are a cross
between the lion and pard. T he pard is a name given indiscriminately
to the tiger, panther, leopard, jaguar, cat-a-mountain, and such like. It
is alluded to by Shakespeare in the well-known p~e from" As you
like it."-Act H ., Scene 7, describing the ages of man. The fourth
age is: -

<I,A Soldier "
.. Full of st range oaths and bearded like the pard."

The third lion was added by Richerd Caur de Lion. after hi!'
return from captivity, 1194. King John before coming to the throne
signed or sealed with two lions, but after he became king he used three,
end 00 the seal has remained ever since.
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The Arms of France, three Fteurs de lye, were assumed by King
Edward III. in 134-0, and incorporated into the Royal Arms of England.
They were" marshalled" in the following manner, via: On the first
and last quarters were placed the Arms of France; the Arms of England
occupying the second and third quarters. (Fig. 6)

ARMS 0 .. E);GLA~D . TElIP. , EDWARD 111., 13-10.-Fm. 6.

The Royal Arms, thus quartered with France, were retained all
through the reigns of the I'Iantagenets, the Lancastriens, the Yorkiste,
the Tudors, the Stuarts, and the line of Brunswick, up to the year 1801,
when the Arms of France were finally discarded. :Uany changes, how­
ever, were made from time to time in the marshalling:-Thus, when
James '\7'1. of ecotland became King of England as James 1. (1603) he
introduced the Arms of Scotland and Ireland into the Royal Escutcheon,
placing the Arms of England and France (quarterly, &8 hitherto) on the
first and fourth quarters , giving the second quarter to the Arms of Scot­
land, and the third to Ireland. (Fig. 7.)

RoT.A.L ARKS, l'z)iP., JA.8. I. , HI03.-f'lG. 7.

The Arm, of Scotland .

The heraldic blazon of these Arms is as follows:-" Or, a lion
rampant, gules, surrounded by a double tressure Borycounter flory of the
second." In plain English,-On a yellow or golden ground, a red lion
standing on his hind legs with his fore paws stretched out as if clawing
or clutching, surrounded by a double red border flowered on both sides.
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The origin of this Arms is not knOWD. I t is tbus beautifully epitomized
by Scott in Mann ion-

.. The ruddy lion ramps in gold
On Scotland's royal battle shield."

This marehelling was followed by Charles I. But when Cromwell
established the Commonwealth (1653), being imbued with a more
republican spirit, he discarded the Lions both of England and Scotland
and the Lilies of France. and in their steed placed the Cross of St.
George for England, and that of St. Andrew for Scotlan d, retaining the
harp of Ire land, and placing his own. Arms, a lion rampant ( very in­
consistently, it would seem) over all in un escutcheon of " P retence."
(f'ig. 8.)

RoYAL ARWl', filliP. , Colill!lllOSWJ:ALTH, 1653.-FIG. 8.

With the restoration of Charles II. the Arms were again brought
back to thei r former style 8S in the reign of Charles I.

On the abdication of James II . (HiSS) the Cro\\"I1 of England wae
offered to William IlL, Stad tholder of the United Netherlands and Count
of Nassau. H e was the ron of the eldest daughter of Charles 1. Besides
these titl es William held anothe r, that of Prince of Orange. T his title
was derived from II. beautiful Province of that name in the South of
France in .the Department of Vaucluse. I t came into possession of the
House of Nassau through Rene, nephew of P rince Philibert of Orange
in 1530. The sister of Philibert had married the Count of Nassau.
Rene dying childless, his cousin Willia m I., Stadtholder of the Nethe r­
lands, became Prince of Orange, since which time the family has assumed
the title of Orange-Xesseu. I n England this short Dynasty is known &8

the Orange-Stuarts . By a strange irony of fate this title of Orange, hie
only Catholic title (as it may be called) is the one by which he has
become notorious, and left his indelible mark on the pages of English
IBistory . That title, accruing from the smiling Province of Southern
France: a country' which brings to our minds memories of peace and
harmony only: of the chivalrous davs of the troubad ours and minstrels
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of Provence! Sad that it should have become the shibboleth of strife
and bloodshed, of hatred and racial antipathy, of internecine war, of
fratricidal feuds, of political and fanatic animosity and sectarian
intolerance, which for so many centuries have afflicted the once peaceful
shores of I reland! w orse still , these old-world animosities have been
transplanted across the wide Atlantic into the free and pure atmosphere
of the New World, and etlorts are made to force their noxious tendrils
to strike root in the virgin soil of America. But that soil has proved
rather uncongenial to such miasmic growth; its deadly roots have not
been able to thrive. Let us hope that the day is not far distant which
will see the entire extinction of this remnant of ancient feuds, 80 in­
compatible with the advancement and prosperity, and aspirations, of our
noble young Nation.

William IlL, Prince of Orange, on ascending the throne of England
introd uced another change in the Royal Escutcheon. He marshalled the
Arms of Nassau,-Azure, seme of billets, a lion rampant, Or. This
coat was placed en surtout, or on an inescutcheon of Pretence in the
centre of the Royal Arms. (Fig. 9.)

}(OYALAnM~, TE~IP., WILL. I f l., 1688.-Fw. 9.

In the reign of Anne another change was made. During her reign
occurred, in 1')"07, the Union of the Parliaments of England and Scot­
land, under the name of The Parliament of Great Britain. At this time
also the celebrated Duke of Marlborough was carrying on the war in the
Netherlands, and making a sort of triumphal progress. The victories
07 Blenheim, Remillies, Oudenarde, ),Ialplaquet, etc., followed hard upon
each other. In honour of these victories Queen Anne made a change in
the Royal Escutcheon. She withdrew the Arms of Scotland from the
second quarter, placing them" in pale" with the British Arme, on the
first quarter, and gave the whole of the second quarter up to the Ann e
o~ France , as we see them on the shield at Placentia. (Figs. 1, 3 or 18.)
She left Ireland in ita original place on the third quarter, repeated on
the fourth quarter the combined Arms of England and Scotland, and
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discarded the Arms of Nasaau. The shield then appeared 8S in figure 10.
'I'he Royal Arms were thus retained until the accession of George I .
(1714) . That monarch removed the charge (England and Scotland)
from the fourth quarter, placing there. instead, the Anns of his foreign
dominions, Hano ver and Brunsw ick, etc. Thi s reduced the Royal Arm.

R OL\L ARM8, TE~lP., QU~.ES ANNE, 1707 .- FIG. 10.

to exactly the form in which they appear on the Placentia coat (See
f igures 1, 3, or 18), and so they remained through th e reigns of th e
Georges, until the year 1801, when another change was made, as we shall
Feelater on.

During the reign s of the Stu arts the custom prevailed of marshalling
the Arms (at least for Scotland) in the following manner, viz.: quart­
ctl y, lst and 4th, Scotland ; 2nd, France and England, quarterly; 3rd,
Ireland . (See fig. 11.) Thi s custom wa ll also cont inued (f or Scotti sh

ROYAL ARY" FOR SCOTLAND, TEMP., STU ARTs.-Fm. 11 .

coins) by William III. He , however, added the Anns of Nassau en
surtout ee he had done on the English coins. Even th e unfortunate nrflt
Pretender assumed these anns and had a coin struck in 1716, giving
himself the t itle of James HI. of England and VIII. of Scotland .
Although this pretension of the Stuarts was vain and merely theoretic,
st ill En gland perm itted the use of these Arms long afte r the Uni on of
the Parliaments of England and Scotland.

When in Edinburgh, in 1902, I copied a very interesting coat of
Arms from a fountain in front of Holy Rood Palace. The marshalling
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was novel and striking. The shield was divided" per pale," the whole
of the dexter side being charg ed with the Linn of Scotland, while on the
sinister side were the usual querterings of the Arms of England and
France. (Fig. 12.)

ARMS UN }<'OU:iTAIS, HOLY HOOD PALACE.- Fw. 12.

The fountain was erected by the late Prince Consort during his
sojourn in Edinburgh, and is a reproduction of a more ancient one at
Linlithgow Palace, erected by King Jame s V.

The French Arms .

. Although the Fleur de Lys was from time immemorial used in
ornamentation of Cr OWD!! and scepter!', it seems to have been first formally
adopted as the Arms of Royalty in France by Louis VII, called Lej eune,
in 114-7. He adopted this cognizance when about to proceed to the
Crusade. His shield was "Beme " or "sown" with these lilies, that
is to say, there were several of them scattered over the field as seeds are
sown broadcast. They were of gold on an azure or blue ground. In an
ordinance concerning the coronation of his son Philip Augustus, it is
declared that the mantle, the cheussures, and the oriflamme are to he
sown with fleurs de lis, as described by the poet Rigord :

"Yexillum floribus liliorum distinctum."

The number of Lilies was reduced to three by Charles V, (1376)
in honour of the Most Holy 'I'rinity-c-" Pour symbolleer le Sainte
'I'rlnite,' and continued so till the destruction of the monarchy. Th is
modification of the number of the lilies was not accepted in England
until the reign of Henry IV., 1399, The three are placed in the
form of a triangle, the base being upwards, the apex below, thus ~,' They
are said to be placed "two and one." This is always understood in
Hera ldry to be the disposition of the" charges" on an escutcheon when
they are simply mentioned as three without any qualification. If placed
otherwise it is always mentioned, as "per fese," "per pale," "per bend,"
etc . If the three charges are placed with the apex upwards , thus. " it
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is bad heraldry. and they are said to be a mal ordonnes." I find that
while on the old coat of Arms in the church at Placentia the lilies arc
placed properly (See fig. 1), yet on the bailiff's staff they arc wrongly
placed or " mal ordonnes." (See fig. 3.) This is owing to the form of
the shield, oval, which would not allow of their being placed properly.
This fonn of marshalling is, however, sometimes permitted, where the
shape of the escutcheon demands it, as in the present instance. It is
then blazoned as "In Chevron." Originally they were actually placed
on a chevron .

The claim of England to the Crown of France originated with
Edward Ll l., who claimed it in right of his mother Isabella, sister of
the French King, who could not succeed to the throne owing to the
Salic law. After the Battle of Sluys in which he completely annihilated
the French fleet (1340) he placed the French ATID!; on the English
escutcheon, and assumed the title of King of France, which was retained
by the Engli sh Sovereign ever after, with a slight respite during the

.-\R~l;; OF ~1Any QUEE:S 01' SCOT8, 1558.- FIG. 13.

Commonwealth , until 1801, when, on the Parliamentary Union of Great
Britain and Ireland, it was finally abandoned, and the lilies were stricken
out from the Brit ish escutcheon. This empty claim to a title, which was
purely fictitious, and had no real or actual dominion attached to it, at
least ever since the loss of Calais, 1556, the last French town held by
England, seems almost puerile in these modern prosaic days, but in the
ages of chivalry a good deal of store was laid by it, and it played no small
part in the moulding of British history.

Mary, Queen of Scots, had married Francis, the Dauphin of France,
in 1558. She assumed the Arms of the Dauphin (quarterly, I st and
4th , the Arms of France; 2nd and Srd. Or,-a dolphin embowed, azure).
These Arms she placed on the shield in conjunction with the Anns of
Scotland; sometimes by quartering them thus, Ist and 4th, the Dauph in;
2nd and Srd, Scotland. (Fig. 13.) Sometimes they were marshalled
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in a different manner, viz.: per pale, sinister, Scotlan d; dexter, per fess :
- In chief, the Dauphin : in base, Scotland repeated. (Fig. 14.)

ARM!! OF ~lARY QUEE~ OF SCOT~, 1558.-FIG. 14

Afte r the death of Henry, ::\[ory's husband became King of France,
1559. She then dropped the Arms of the Dauphin and assumed those
of France, impaling them with 'Scotland. (Fig. 15.)

ARMS 0,. ~lJ.RY QUEES" OF SCOTS, 15;J9.-FIG. 15.

Before this, however, when Elizabeth was negotiating a peace with
France, the French King, being annoyed because she retained the Style
and Title of Queen of France, induced his daughter-in-Jaw, }!ar)' Stuart,
to assume the Arms of England. This she did, and had herself pro·
claimed in Paris as .. Queen of England, Scotland, and I reland." This
assumption not only irritated Elizabeth extremely and wounded her
pride, but it serious ly alarmed her; for it cast a doubt upon her legit im­
acy and her right to the Crown. Consequently it embittered the feelings
between those two cousin queens, so as to lead to the captivity and final
execut ion of Mary Stuart. In tact all through her reign Elizabeth was
haunted by this bugbear of Mary Stuart assuming the Title, Style and
Ar ms of Englund. Although Mary declared that she never intended to
put this claim into actual effect, still it was always a subject of jealousy,
the abandonment of which entered into every negotia tion for peace with
France, and tinged the whole attitude of Eliza beth towards Scotland
and her beautiful but unfortunate Queen.

S('(' . II . , 190!l. :t
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We next come to consider

THE AUMS OF IREI,AND,

which occupy the third quarter of the shield. The heraldic blazon of
this coat is "Azure, a harp or: stringed argent." That is to say, on a
blue ground, a golden harp with silver strings. The first thing that
attracts our attention concerning this achievement is the colour of the
field or ground, which is blue. At the present day it is well known that
the green has been adopted by the people of Ireland as the

NATIONAL COLOUR;

but antiquaries and experts in heraldic art tell us that this selection is
of comparatively modern date. By some it :8 said to have its origin
from the blending of the colours of the two opposing fuctions-c-the
orange and blue-by the United Irishmen at the close of the 18th
century (1.91), under the celebrated Theobald Wolfe 'I'one. But on the
other hand good authorities say that the green was used as the colour of

THE AR~I~ OF IR ELA."ofO.-l'Ill. 16.

the National Standard of Ireland as far back at least as the 16th century.
Sir Bernard J. Burke, formerly" Ulster King of Arms," says tha t
'<Previous to the Anglo-N ormun in vasion there was no colour or stan ­
dard for Ireland at large ." Brian Born's banner at Clontarf was red .
The favorite colours in those days were cr imson, saflon, and blue. Green
was not in favour. . . , Since the introduction of English Rule the
national colour, established by, and derived from, the Royal Arms has
been invariably blue. But this colour has not taken in modern Ireland,
and Sir Bernard himself when called upon to compose the Arms for the
Royal University of Ireland (1881), blazons the Arms of Leinster 8S

oert (i.e. green), an Irish harp, Or. The adoption of green by Sir B.
Burke instead of blue, as heretofore, was either in deference to modern
national sentiment, or perhaps for sake of distinction, as he gave azure
for Munster, and the field of the Connaught Arms is also argent and
azure . As all the four Provinces are quartered on the shield (see fig.
16), there would have been three azures . which would not have a good
effect. )fa~' we not hope that when Ireland gains l< Home Rille," which
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