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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 

Hello everyone! 
With this being my first message, I would like to 
take this opportunity to say how much I am 
looking forward to serving you as the new ACMLA 
President. Since attending my first ACMLA 
conference in 1999, I have been struck by how 
passionate and active the membership has been 
in advocating for the release and dissemination 
of geographic information in all its formats. Over 
the years, I believe that the activities and strength 
of the ACMLA have helped spur various federal, 
provincial, and even municipal initiatives to make 
their geospatial data more available to the 
academic community and beyond. 

2009 Conference: Thank You! 
Our Annual Conference this past June seems long 
ago now as we pass mid-September, nevertheless 
I would like thank the Organizing Committee of 
Geomatics Atlantic for putting together a terrific 
program and providing us with excellent facilities 
at Acadia University. I especially would like to 
thank the dedication and hard work of our 
members Ann Smith and Dan Duda who 
represented ACMLA on the committee. Also thank 
you to all who were able to attend. It was quite 
gratifying to see so many of us make it to the 
conference (The conference report and some of 
the papers are featured in this issue). 

New Executive 
At the 2009 Annual General Meeting, the 2009-
10 Executive Board was nominated and 
confirmed by the membership. The Board includes 
1st Vice President, Dan Duda; 2nd Vice President, 
Wenonah Fraser Van Heyst; Secretary, Susan 
McKee; Treasurer, Susan Greaves; Past President, 
Colleen Beard; and President, Andrew Nicholson 

Thank you to the membership for your vote of 
confidence. Please do not hesitate to contact any 
executive member if you have questions or have 
an interest in participating on an ACMLA 
committee. We are always looking for new and 
enthusiastic committee members. Contact 
information is on the ACMLA website and at the 
front of the Bulletin. 

With the incoming Executive, one long-standing 
member of the Board has now departed. I would 
like to extend a very special thank you to David 
Jones, who has served on the Board for many years 
in a variety of positions. David will still be quite 
active though for the Association, serving as the 
ACMLA representative to the DSP Library Advisory 
Committee. · 

Positions Filled 
Also at the meeting, it was announced that the 
Association has filled some key positions. Elizabeth 
Doyle is our new Archivist replacing Louis 
Cardinal, who had stepped down from the position 
in 2006. Siobhan Hanratty is our new webmaster, 
replacing Gerald Romme who stepped down last 
year. Thank you to Colleen Beard who filled in on 
an interim basis. I would also like to welcome Tom 
Anderson, who has joined "the Bulletin team" as 
our new Regional News Editor. 

Summer Happenings 
Since our last meeting at the Conference, there 
has been quite a bit happening in areas that will 
be of interest to members. One activity has been 
providing feedback to the Partners in Access survey 
commissioned by the Library and Archives Canada, 
which is currently examining its relationship with 
Canadian Library Associations. Thank you 
everyone who responded to the survey questions. 
You provided some excellent feedback which was 
greatly appreciated. 

Another area is copyright reform, which the 
Government has come back to after seeing its 
previous reform bill expire on the order paper when 
the 2008 election was called. Now seeking more 
consultation, the Government convened a series 
of Town Halls and Roundtables across Canada. 
Despite being full, ACMLA managed to get a invite 
to the Toronto Town Hall meeting (Thank you 
Marcel Fortin for attending! see report page 25.) I 
also submitted a letter on behalf of ACMLA to the 
Consultation Process via their online form. The 
letter can be viewed at this link: http: / I 
www.ic.gc.ca/ eic/ site/ 008.nsf/ eng/ 01421.html 

continued on page 48 



Bulletin de I'ACACC Numero 135 I Printemp-Ete 2009 

CARTOGRAPHIC SOCIETIES 
OF THE UNITED STATES AND CANADA 

IN THE 20TH CENTURY 

Alberta Auringer Wood 
Honorary Research Librarian 

Memorial University of Newfoundland 

Another version of this paper will appear in The History of Cartography, Volume 6: 
Cartography in the Twentieth Century, edited by Mark Monmonier, Chicago, IL: The University of 

Chicago Press, Forthcoming. An oral version of this paper was presented at ACMLA CARTO 2009 
conference in Wolfville, Nova Scotia, on June 11, 2009. 

At the start of the twentieth century the major 
societies in the United States and Canada with 
members or objectives with some interest in 
cartography or mapping were the American 
Geographical Society (AGS, founded in 1851), 
Surveying and Mapping Division of the American 
Society of Civil Engineers (ASCE SMD, established 
in 1852), the Canadian Institute of Surveying (CIS), 
now Canadian Institute of Geomatics (CIG, created 
in 1882 as the Association of Dominion Land 
Surveyors), and the National Geographic Society 
(NGS, founded in 1888). The Association of 
American Geographers (AAG, established in 1904), 
the American Society of Photogrammetry (ASP, 
created in 1934), the American Congress on 
Surveying and Mapping (ACSM, organized in 1941) 
were the next organizations to be established that 
had cartography as a subject of interest. All included 
individuals, companies, and agencies interested in 
or concerned with cartography or mapping. 

Each of the early organizations had broader 
interests than just cartography, generally geography, 
surveying, or engineering. In the late 1930's some 
individuals in the United States initiated the idea of 
a 'national congress' on 'surveying and mapping' 
as reported by Walter Dix (1991, 2) with plans for 
its creation well advanced by 1940. The first 
conference sponsored by the Committee on 
Surveying and Geodesy of the Society for the 
Promotion of Engineering Education, the Surveying 
and Mapping Division of the ASCE, the ASP, the 
Federal Board of Surveys and Maps, and NGS was 
held in 1941 to launch this creation with 
attendance from the "United States, Canada, 
Mexico, the Philippines, all of the U.S. government 
mapping agencies, many universities, commercial 

surveying and mapmaking organizations, surveyors 
and mappers in private practice, and instrument 
makers" according to Mr. Dix (1991, 3). It began 
with the name of National Congress on Surveying 
and Mapping, but this changed in January 1942 to 
American Congress on Surveying and Mapping to 
better reflect the fact that members from the United 
States, Canada, and Mexico were included. At the 
outset, 10 regions and 14 technical divisions were 
proposed. While the regions developed quickly, the 
technical divisions organized less rapidly. Actually 
formed by February 1942 were Divisions of 
Surveying, Mapping, and Photogrammetric 
Instruments, Control Surveys, and Topographic 
Mapping. By the next month, however, the 
Cartography Division was formed with John K. 
Wright of the American Geographical Society as the 
Chair. It was not very active until 1948. 

There was a Bulletin being published in these early 
years, the title of which was changed in Summer 
1944 to Survey ing and Mapping. Representatives, 
such as the first ACSM President, Robert H. Randall, 
also Chair of the Commission of Cartography of the 
Pan American Institute of Geography and History 
(PAIGH) , participated in the first Consultation in 
Geodesy, Aeronautical Charts, and Topographic 
Maps, sponsored by PAIGH. This was the first major 
liaison of ACSM and indicated its progress as an 
organization of influence. The first women 
members joined ACSM in 1944. An indication of 
international impact of ACSM was an invitation to 
send a representative to a United Nations meeting 
of "experts on cartography" in 1949. Other 
invitations to participate in international 
organizations beyond the PAIGH and the UN grew 
and included the Canadian Institute of Surveying 
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(now CIG). Recognition on a national level came 
in 1950 with the invitation for the society to become 
a consultant to the Division of Geology and 
Geography of the National Research Council (NRC) 
of the United States. 

In 1974, the Cartography Division launched a new 
journal, The American Cartographer, with Arthur H. 
Robinson as editor. The subtitle for it states that it 
is "an official journal of ACSM devoted to the 
advancement of cartography in all its aspects." 
Previously, articles on cartographic topics had been 
included in Surveying and Mapping. In 1989, the title 
was changed to Cartography and Geographic 
Information Systems to reflect the change of scope 
caused by the technological changes occurring in 
the discipline. It changed again in 1999 to 
Cartography and Geographic Information Science to 
indicate the continued growth and stabilization of 
work in the field. 

By the 1980's ACSM had three divisions
Cartography, Land Surveys, and Control Surveys. 
However, demands for more autonomy in planning 
and carrying out programs resulted in a 
reorganization in February 1981 from Divisions to 
Member Organizations. The Cartography Division 
became the American Cartographic Association 
(ACA), the Land Surveys Division became the 
National Society of Professional Surveyors (NSPS), 
and the Control Surveys Division became the 
American Association of Geodetic Surveying 
(AAGS). Up until that point, each division had a 
board and a chairman, with the chair and an elected 
director serving on the ACSM Board. The Presidency 
of ACSM rotated through the three divisions. This 
aspect did not change, but each MO now had a 
President and other officers (Morrison, p.68-69). 

One of the important contributions of the 
Cartography Division was participation in the 
launching and continuation of a long running series 
of specialized conferences dealing with "automated 
cartography" as it was called in the beginning. 
These "AutoCarto" events as they grew to be called 
were begun in 1978 and were continued 
periodically through the end of the century by CaG IS. 
Another cooperative effort was working with AAG 
and URISA on conferences in the fall that focussed 
on GIS and Land Information Systems (LIS). 

The Cartography Specialty Group (CSG) of the 
Association of American Geographers (AAG) was 
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established in 1979 a year after the AAG approved 
creation of such special groups of members sharing 
common interests as noted by MacEachren (1984, 
71). Its purpose is "to encourage cartographic 
research, promote education in cartography and 
map use, and facilitate the exchange of ideas and 
information about cartography, promote interest in 
and correct utilization of maps and other 
cartographic products, promote and facilitate the 
cartographer's role within the geographic 
profession, promote and coordinate activities and 
directions with other professional organizations 
involved with cartography" (http:/ /www.aag.org/ 
sg/sg display.cfm). Membership in the society when 
it began was 283 while in late 1999 it was 4 72. The 
first president in 1979 was Joel L. Morrison while a 
society newsletter was first issued in 1980 with Mark 
S. Monmonier as editor. At the end of the century, 
CSG sponsored or co-sponsored fourteen paper 
sessions and two workshops at the AAG in Hawaii 
in topics ranging from analytical cartography to 
visualization. It has a tradition of student support 
and mentoring with students even serving as 
directors on its board. Other indications of this are 
various grants and competitions. 

Somewhat later in development was the creation 
of the Geographic Information Systems and Science 
Specialty Group of the AAG which became 
organized in 1987-88 with a constitution approved 
in April 1988. Its purposes are: "To promote the 
exchange of ideas and information relating to GIS; 
To promote GIS research; To improve the 
understanding of the proper application of GIS 
procedures; To develop materials and promote 
activities needed to improve the teaching of GIS 
concepts; To promote and coordinate activities and 
directions with other professional organizations 
involved with GIS; and To pursue charitable, 
educational, religious, or scientific purposes within 
the meaning of section 50l(c)(3) of the Internal 
Revenue Code." (http:/ /geography.sdsu.edu/ 
aaggis/constit.html) Over the years there has been 
considerable overlapping of interests with the 
Cartography Speciality Group in terms of members 
and annual program sessions. However, 
membership of the GIS group has exceeded that for 
the Cartography one, being 1,367 in 1995, while 
Cartography had 631 at that time while in late 1999 
it was 472 and GIS was 1246. 

While cartographers in Canada participated in the 
CIS for years, with the development of a Cartography 














































































































