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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Thanks to Richard Pinnell and Colleen Beard for their diligent efforts in revising the ACMLA Objectives. The new 
objectives appeared in Bulletin #91 on page 23. The Board has now revised the text of the membership brochure to 
include these, and also the new category of Student membership which was recommended at the Annual General 
Meeting this year. With the assistance of Colleen Beard and Cheryl Woods, the new brochure should be ready for 
distribution to prospective members early in the new year. 

The ACMLA Board of Directors met on October 21st in Ottawa. A funding request for a special Native Maps 
Exhibit at the upcoming 1995 Conference in Vancouver was approved. A fee for student membership was set at 
$20. Revision of the By-laws to incorporate this category of membership will be necessary, but it was decided to 
proceed before the formal procedures were completed in order to include any interested students in the '95 
Conference. Funding for revision of the facsimile maps catalogue was approved, as was an increase in the price of 
the facsimiles themselves. Starting in January, they will cost $5 each. The Board also worked on the ACMLA Rules 
of Procedure, which is undergoing a major revision to aid future officers and committee chairs. 

The Board briefly discussed further ACMLA involvement in the proposal (by John Miron and other researchers) to 
develop a Networked Geographic Analysis Machine. We were glad that we had not invested more time on this 
issue, because it did not receive funding to proceed, but at the same time were sorry that something of potential 
benefit to all Canadian map collections died on the vine. 

I am now working on the resolution proposed by Barbara Farrell at the Annual General Meeting this year. For 
those who were not in attendance, the following resolution was passed: 
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From the Editor ... 

HAPPY NEW YEAR TO ALL! 

Since the Prez hasn't left me much 
space... just two things I'd like to 
mention: 

A fond farewell to Flora Francis-a 
long time member of ACMLA. We 
wish her all the best in her retire­
ment. 

Also, I would like to thank Beverley 
Chen for her time and hard work 
she has committed to the Bulletin as 
Regional News Editor. I wish her 
luck with her new position as 
Associate Head of the Canadian 
Geoscience Information Centre, 
Geological Survey of Canada. At the 
same time, I would like to welcome 
Melissa Leitch, from the University 
of Western Ontario, who has as­
sumed the responsibilities of Re­
gional News Editor beginning with 
the May '95 issue. I have assured 
Melissa the membership will con­
tinue to cooperate by sending her 
news as it unfolds. Her e-mail 
address is leitch@sscl.uwo.ca 

Colleen 

Whereas ACMLA: 
- has a mandate to facilitate access to cartographic information within 

the academic community in Canada 

- and responds directly to library users engaged in the education and 
training of Canadian youth, and in academic research, in those disci­
plines which use, analyse and interpret geographically referenced 
data 

Be it resolved that the ACMLA will convey to the relevant govern­
ment ministries its members' serious concerns for the long-term 
impact on Canadian development of punitive government copyright, 
licensing and cost-recovery policies which: 
- limit the access of Canadian students and researchers to Canadian 

data 
- result in Canadian university students being taught using United 

States examples and data which are more easily and cheaply 
available 

- lead to the potential creation of an information elite and an informa-
tion disenfranchised population 

The Association believes that an urgent and immediate review of 
policies regarding the following should be undertaken: 
- licensing of digital products to the academic community of Canada 
- pricing structures for digital products 
- cost-recovery based pricing structures for paper products 
- depository arrangements, for both paper and digital products 

The Board is now reviewing a cover letter to accompany this resolu­
tion. We will send it to any and every appropriate Canadian federal 
and provincial government agency. Who do you think should receive 
a copy? Please send me names and addresses of worthy recipients, 
and we'll spread the message! 

Cathy Moulder 
ACMLA President 
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FROM EMAIL TO THE WEB: 
INDEX MAP TO THE INTERNET 

by 
Alun Hughes 

Department of Geography 
Brock University 

This paper is based on an Internet Workshop presented by Alun Hughes, 
Colleen Beard and Jim Chernishenko, all of Brock University, at the 1994 

ACMLA conference, University of Guelph. 

A. INTRODUCTION 

The Internet is a complex of interconnecting networks, based on a common set of communications standards 
known as TCP/IP, that serves as the medium for such activities as corresponding with other persons by electronic 
mail, participating in group discussions, accessing information, logging on to remote computers, and moving files 
from one computer to another. The Internet spans the globe, and it enables one to interact as easily with a person 
(or computer) on the other side of the world as someone in the next room. The Internet is an extremely rich 
resource, and this paper will cover its main features with special reference to applications in mapping and related 
fields. 

The Internet makes extensive use of the client/server computing model, in which a client program running on 
one computer requests a service provided by a server program running on another computer. Sometimes the 
computers themselves are referred to as client and server, though the general term for a computer on the Internet 
is host. There are various ways of accessing the Internet, depending on the computers available and the service 
required. To make this paper as generic as possible I shall assume the common situation where the user is 
employing a Macintosh or PC microcomputer as a terminal to access a UNIX-based host on which the client 
software resides. The stress therefore will be on UNIX software, but client programs that run on microcomputers 
will be mentioned also. Numerous micro-based programs are now available, some of them dedicated to a specific 
task and some of more general application, and many of them are available free of charge through the Internet 
itself. Most provide a graphical user interface that is more user-friendly than the command line interface of the basic 
UNIX environment. 

The emphasis in the workshop on which this paper is based was on hands-on activities, and where appropriate 
these are included in the paper, especially if they involve the less familiar aspects of the Internet. The more familiar 
aspects, such as email and mailing lists, are dealt with relatively briefly. 

The following typographic conventions are used in the paper: 

(a) text on screen: Compose, GENERAL, binary 
(b) text to be typed: unsubscribe, get README, telnet 
(c) keys: ENTER, L, 1 
(d) Internet and other programs: PINE, TIN, PKUNZIP 
(e) files, directories, aqdresses, mailing lists, newsgroups: fire2.gif, !pub, maps-/ 

It is assumed also that the UNIX prompt, at which commands are typed on the screen, is%, though this may vary 
from site to site. 
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B. ELECTRONIC MAIL 

Electronic mail, or email, is the original and probably still the most important use of the Internet. Numerous 
email programs exist, including UNIX-based programs like PINE and ELM and Mac- and PC-based programs like 
EUDORA and NUPOP. While many prefer the greater functionality of the latter, a program like PINE offers more than 
enough features for the average user and is very easy to use. To run PINE, type pine at the UNIX prompt and hit 
ENTER (or RETURN}. The following menu is displayed: 

PINE 3.89 

? 

c 
I 
L 
A 
s 
Q 

MAIN MENU 

HELP 
COMPOSE MESSAGE 
FOLDER INDEX 
FOLDER LIST 
ADDRESS BOOK 
SETUP 
QUIT 

Folder: INBOX 0 Messages 

- Get help using Pine 
- Compose and send a message 
- View messages in current folder 

Select a folder to view 
- Update address book 
- Configure or update Pine 
- Exit the Pine program 

Copyright 1989-1993. PINE is a trademark of the University of Washington. 
[Folder "INBOX" opened with 0 messages) 

? Help P PrevCmd R RelNotes 
0 OTHER CMDS L [ListFldrs) N NextCmd K KBLock 

To select a menu item hit the key indicated. Hitting C for COMPOSE MESSAGE brings up the following screen: 

PINE 3.89 COMPOSE MESSAGE 

To 
Cc 
Attchmnt: 
Subject : 
----- Message Text -----

Folder: INBOX 0 Messages 

The first line is for the recipient's email address. This consists of two parts: a login name or userid, identifying 
the individual, and a domain, identifying the host on which he or she has an account. These are separated by a @, 
as in ahughes@spartan.ac.brocku.ca. The second line is for the addresses of persons to receive copies of the 
message, the third is for the names of files to be attached to the message, and the fourth is for a subject heading. 
Though all three are optional, a subject should be provided as a matter of course. 

The message itself is entered after Message Text. Since PINE provides full word wraparound, there is no 
need to hit ENTER at the ends of lines and you can use the ARROW keys to move through your document and 
make corrections as necessary. To send a message hit CONTROL-X (i.e. the CONTROL and X keys 
simultaneously) andY. 

The best way to learn PINE is to experiment with the commands. Help text is available at all times by hitting?, 
and you can always write to yourself if you don't want to clutter up somebody else's computer with test messages. 
The following commands are particularly useful: A to create aliases or nicknames for people or groups of people 
you write to often, D to delete a message, E to export a message to your UNIX directory, F to forward a message to 
someone else, L to access folders (three folders-INBOX, sent-mail and saved-messages-are created 
automatically), a to exit PINE, R to reply to a message, CONTROL-A to incorporate a text file from your UNIX 
directory into a message, andY to print a message (and if desired the help text). 

C. MAILING LISTS 

Mailing lists (also knows as discussion lists, distribution lists and listservs) are email-based forums for the 
discussion of topics of interest. There are hundreds of mailing lists in existence, covering topics as diverse as 
geographical information systems, the Welsh language and the rock group KISS. 
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