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EDITORIAL 

The main theme of this issue of the ACHL Bulletin is 
disaster contingency planning, a subject which should be of 
primary interest to most readers. 

In Bulletin 52, we experienced some difficulty in the 
printing process; we expect that this has been rectified in 
this issue. Since the production of these issues are being 
rushed, we have not had the luxury of approving any •proofs• 
from the printers. As noted in the last issue, we welcome 
your views on the Bulletin's new look and will ensure that 
the new editor, when appointed, is aware of your opinions. 

By now, you have received the registration package for 
the 1985 conference in Winnipeg. It will be, without a 
doubt, another excellent ACHL conference so complete the 
forms if you have not already done so and send them to the 
hard-working Conference Committee. We are looking forward to 
seeing you in Winnipeg. 

Thomas Nagy Betty Kldd 
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ERRATA &. SUCH 

The correct spelling of the main identifying word in the 
atlas by Jaaes H. Goodman is Navajo, not Navaho, as 
consistently spelled in the review published in ACHL Bulletin 
51 (June 1984), pp. 69-70, i.e., The Navajo Atlas: 
Envlronaents, Resources, People and History of the Dlne 
Blkeyah. The Review Editor apologizes for overlooking this 
error and regrets any inconvenience this may have caused. 

* * * 

The table of ellipsoids aentioned on p. 50 of •Geodesy 
for Hap Librarians• by L.H. Sebert in ACHL Bulletin 52 
<Deceaber 1984> was unfortunately oaitted. It is reprinted 
below: 

TABLE 1. -Some Off1Ci.al EUipsoids in use Throughout the World1 

Equatorial Polar Radius Flattening 
Name Date Radius, a, b, meters f Use 

meters 

GRS 19801 ________ 1980 6,378,137" 6,366, 752.3 1/298.257 Newly adopted 
WGS 72• _______ 1972 6,378,135" 6,356,750.5 11298.26 NASA 
Australian _________ 1965 6,378,160" 6,356, 77 4. 7 11298.25" Australia 
Krasovsky ________ 1940 6,378,245" 6,356,863.0 11298.3" Soviet Union 
lntemat'l ________ 1924}

6 378 388
• 

Hayford _________ 1909 ' ' 6,356,911.9 11297" Remainder of the 
world.t 

Clarke __________ 1880 6,378,249.1 6,366,514.9 1/293.46"" Most of Africa; France 
Clarke __________ 1866 6,378,206.4 • 6,356,583.8" 1/294.98 North America; Philip-

pines. 
Airy ____________ 1849 6,377,563.4 6,356,256.9 1/299.32"" Great Britain 
Bessel ___________ 1841 6,377,397.2 6,356,079.0 1/299.16"" Central Europe; Chile; 

Indonesia. 
Everest ___________ 1830 6,377,276.3 6,356,075.4 1/300.80"" India; Burma; Paki· 

stan; Afghan.; Thai· 
land; etc. 

Values are ahown to aceuracy in exeeu si&nifieant fi&ures, lo reduce computational confusion. 
• Mahna. 1973, p. 7; Thomaa, 1970, p. 84; Army, 1973, p. 4, endmap; Colvoeoresaes, 1969, p. 33; World Geodetoc, 

1974. 
1 GeodetiC Reference System. Ellipsoid derived from adopted model of Earth . 
1 World Geodetic System. Ellipsoid derived from adopted model of Earth. 
• Taken aa exact values. The U!ird number (where two are aalerisked) is derived using the followin)f relationohipM: 

b- a (I - J);f- 1- blu. Where only one •• aateriaked (for 11172 and 1980), certain physical conolanla not shown are taken 
aa exact, but faa shown is U!e adopted value. 

• • Derived from a and b, which are rounded off as shown after conversion a from lenrlh• in feet. 
t Other than Tel(iona listed elsewhere in column, or aome smaller •r•""· 
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ACHL BULLETIN EDITOR REQUIRED 

THE POSITION OF BULLETIN EDITOR IS CURRENTLY VACANT, AND THE 
BOARD IS ANXIOUS TO FILL IT AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. EDITORIAL 
DUTIES WILL COMMENCE WITH THE JUNE 1985 ISSUE. WOULD MEMBERS 
INTERESTED IN ASSUMING THIS POSITION PLEASE CONTACT: 

Hugh Larimer 
Chairman, Publications Committee 

c/o Reference Library 
University of Manitoba 

Winnipeg, Manitoba 
R2N 2T2 

Phone: <204) 474-9844 



DISASTER CONTINGENCY PLANNING FOR HAP COLLECTIONS: AN OUNCE 
OF PREVENTION . 

Thomas Nagy 
National Hap Collection 

Public Archives of Canada 

As custodians of map collections, we are well aware of 
those disasters of recent years which have inflicted severe 
damage to a number of collections of rare books, manuscripts, 
maps and artifacts in various repositories. The media have 
given an unusual amount of publicity to these unfortunate 
occurrences because of the high monetary value of the 
collections involved and the astronomical insurance claims 
that were made and paid in the settlement of the damage 
caused to them. Even so, no sum can compensate for the fact 
that most items lost through such disasters are unique in 
nature and, therefore, priceless. Moreover, as has been 
pointed out in several earlier articles on the subject, few 
institutions have actually taken concrete steps to prevent 
disasters from happening. The purpose of this paper, 
therefore, is to briefly outline to the map community some of 
the logical steps that one can take to prevent disasters from 
happening and, should such a disaster occur, those measures 
to take in order to salvage the valuable and irreplaceable 
documents that been entrusted to its care. 

Mildred O,Connell states in her article on coping with 
disasters that •planning ahead not only reduces 
permanent damage or loss to collections but also sometimes 
actually prevents disasters from happening. It is therefore 
essential that librarians, curators and others who are 
entrusted by the public to preserve our cultural inheritance 
take an active role in developing disaster plans. Planning 
includes assessing building problems which might endanger 
collections, citing and correcting existing hazards, and 
listing steps required to save collections should fire or 
flood occur. A written disaster prevention/recovery plan 
should be made available to all staff members who work in 
these lnstltutions.· 1 
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defective heating appliances, transformers, audio-visual 
equipment, damaged fixtures, switches, receptacles and other 
miscellaneous wires and devices in your building. Another 
major fire hazard is the pile of boxes, maps, books, atlases 
and materials which we all have accumulated and hidden in our 
stack areas and other inner sanctums out of sight from the 
eyes of the public using our facilities. If you inspect your 
facility you will inevitably find these fire traps. Do 
soMething about it. Keep all areas neat and clean and make 
sure you have passageways in and around piles of material. 
No sacking, except in designated ·safe· areas, is also an 
important preventative measure. By following the above 
advice, you can eliminate soae threat of fire. 

As you know, there are a number of different types of 
fire detectors on the market. But most experts in the field 
agree that the best are the combustion ionization detectors 
because these devices can sense fire in its incipient stage, 
that is, when there is no visible smoke, flame, or any 
significant heat developed. Photo-electric smoke detectors 
sound the alar• at the smoldering or smoke stage when the 
quantity of combustion particles increases to the point which 
saoke is actually visible. The rate-of-rise fixed 
teaperature types of detectors are not highly recommended 
because they react only to excessive heat; by then, there is 
visible flame and you aay actually have some of your precious 
collection burning. 

In teras of fire suppressants, ·Halon 1301• --a low 
boiling, colourless liquified coapressed gas having high 
density and low viscosity is considered the best 
suppressant to protect a collection in an arts facility. 
Briefly, the cheMical reaction of halon reacts with transient 
coabustible products to terminate the reaction in the 
coabustion chain and to stop flame activity. Halon stops 
aost fires, leaves aaple oxygen in the environment for people 
to breathe, and does not daaage material because it leaves no 
foaa, powder or residue. However, if the area or building 
does not reaain intact (for example, should there be an 
explosion, or lf the windows are broken, etc.>, the halon 
concentration escapes and is rendered ineffective. 

A sprinkler system in such an instance would prove more 
effective, but it can bring about instant water damage. 
However, there are sophisticated systems available which 
eliMinate the fear of leaking pipes in collection rooms. For 
details of this, see Stephen W. Weldon's article in Museum, 
Archives, and Library Security. Train your staff and your 
local fire departMent because quick detection and careful 
action is crucial to saving your collection. Hake sure that 
aodern fire protection equipment is installed in your 
facility, and that it is operable. 
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Many common-sense preventative measures can be taken to 
alleviate disasters. For instance, if your building is on a 
flood plain, ensure that valuable material is not stored in a 
basement or on the first floor. Regularly examine and repair 
any daaage to your roof, gutters and drain pipes. Never 
store material on the floor in case of water daaage. Have 
your facility checked by security staff or the like at 
regular intervals during day and night . Keep rare material 
away from air conditioning equipment, photocopiers, heaters, 
etc. I am confident that, after carefully inspecting their 
facilities, aap curators can coMe up wi th various safeguards 
to prevent disasters from occurring and lessen the impact of 
non-preventable disasters when they do happen. 

Realistically speaking, a disaster can and will happen 
no matter how much planning is done to avert it. Therefore, 
it is crucial that all map curators also develop plans to 
recover from disasters, and one of the very first steps in 
this process of contingency planning is to naae a disaster 
team consisting of staff members. If your institution is 
small, make arrangeMents with other similar types of 
institutions in your area for mutual cooperation in a 
disaster situation. One immediate benefit to this type of 
cooperation is that space to store daMaged Material can be 
provided by the undamaged institution until such tiMe as you 
are back in operation after a disaster. 

Your disaster action team should consist of 
representatives from the curatorial and conservation staff, 
the physical plant and property manageMent staff, and the 
adMinistrative staff -- the people who control personnel and 
finance. Such a disaster prevention team will ensure that 
your institution is prepared for any eventuality and that 
supplies and emergency facilities are located and people are 
available to cope with disasters. 

All authors on this topic agree that the key person on a 
disaster team is the recovery director who is in charge of 
the entire operation from start to finish. This person must 
possess an appreciation of the material to be salvaged, be 
knowledgeable about conservation techniques and, foremost, 
have the ability to manage a complex project for an 
indefinite period. 

Once the organizational structure is in place, it is 
important to draw up step-by-step procedures to be followed 
when a disaster strikes. A list of the disaster team and 
their alternates must be made available. Each member will 
have specific duties such as: 

liasing with police and fire officials; 
overseeing security; 
contacting pre-arranged suppliers of eMergency 
equipment, facilities and personnel; 
















































































































































































